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[bookmark: _Toc216857872][bookmark: _Toc224127709]Instructions for completing this template [remove before submitting]
Read each part of the template carefully
Follow the guidance instructions
Fully answer Parts 1 to 13
Sign where indicated
Attach the required documentation
Delete guidance sections before submitting (coloured boxes)
Delete italicised instructional text and examples before submitting (grey text)
Mark boxes like this £ with a ✔ or ✘
This template includes examples that reflect what we expect to see to meet the requirements of the Nature Repair (Replanting Native Forest and Woodland Ecosystems) Methodology Determination 2025 (method). You must demonstrate that these requirements are met by providing your own explanation and supporting evidence.

[bookmark: _Toc216857873][bookmark: _Toc224127710]Part 1: Suitably qualified persons
	Guidance
Background
A suitably qualified person is defined in section 5 of the method as a person who meets the following requirements:
an appropriate qualification in ecology or botany, or in another subject relevant to the replanting project
at least 3 years post-qualification experience working as an ecologist or botanist, or in another profession relevant to the replanting project
worked as an ecologist or botanist, or in another profession relevant to the replanting project, within the previous 3 years.
Instructions
Complete the table by adding the details of the suitably qualified persons who have undertaken the field survey for the starting state assessment and prepared or certified this site assessment report (section 35(1)(v)-(x) of the method)
Add a table for each suitably qualified person as required
Attach evidence of relevant qualifications and work experience, such as a CV


By signing below, the suitably qualified person declares that the information provided is true and not misleading. The signature date is taken as the date of the site assessment report.
	Full name of suitably qualified person
	 

	Contact details
	 e.g. email address and/or phone number

	The suitably qualified person was responsible for (select one or more)
	☐ Undertaking the field survey for the starting state assessment
☐ Preparing the site assessment report
☐ Certifying the site assessment report

	Relevant qualifications and experience (attach evidence) 
	

	Signature
	

	Signature date
	


[bookmark: _Toc216857874][bookmark: _Toc224127711]Part 2: Site details
Details of the proposed project area
	Guidance
Instructions
Provide the name and address of the property or properties and the lot and file numbers of the land parcels included in the project area (section 35(1)(a) of the method)



	Name and address of the property or properties
	

	Lot and plan number
	


Map of the proposed project area, activity areas and sub areas
	Guidance
Required by
Section 35(1)(b) of the method
Instructions
Insert an image showing the entire project area, activity areas and sub areas
You can upload screenshots of the map shown in the geospatial files provided. This must be consistent with the geospatial files provided in the project registration application
Maps must be consistent with the Nature Repair Mapping Guidelines[footnoteRef:2] and include the:  [2:  https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/nature-repair-market-mapping-guidelines.pdf] 

· boundary of mapped area
· map scale
· coordinates
· legend 
· north arrow
· title and date
· data source and projection
· land features including significant natural or man-made features within or around the mapped area.




Requirements for activity areas
	Guidance
Relevant legislation
Section 35(1)(c) of the method
Instructions
Complete the table by providing details and any relevant supporting evidence (where applicable) of how each activity area satisfies the criteria for section 22 of the method. Section 22 of the method outlines ‘requirements for activity areas’
Duplicate the table for each activity area as required


Table X: Details of how each activity area meets the requirements of section 22 of the method
	Requirements for each activity area 
	Explanation on how the activity area meets the specific requirements

	The activity area does not have any forest cover at the 10m x 10m scale, but does have forest cover potential 

	Describe the process undertaken to ensure that there is no forest cover at the 10m x 10m scale and there is forest cover potential. 
Example text/process to demonstrate that there is no forest cover at the 10m x 10m scale: “To determine that the activity area does not have existing forest cover, satellite imagery was used to scan project area to determine that there was no forest cover at a 10m x 10m scale. See attached satellite imagery as supporting evidence. Areas with existing forest have been excluded.”
 Example text/process to demonstrate that there is forest cover potential: “To determine that there was forest cover potential over the activity area, the NSW State Vegetation Type Map (pre-clearing) map was accessed to determine that there was reference ecosystem X (native forest) established prior to historical clearing events. See attached map as supporting evidence.”
*forest cover—land has forest cover if the vegetation on the land includes trees and shrubs that: (a) are 2 metres or more in height; and (b) provide crown cover of at least 20% of the land. 
*forest cover potential—land has forest cover potential if it is likely to be able to support trees and shrubs that: (a) are from the reference ecosystem identified as applicable for the land; and (b) are over 2m in height and provide crown cover equal to or greater than 20%, defined at the 0.2 hectare scale.

	Each activity area must have been comprehensively cleared
	Provide details and supporting evidence for each activity area that has been comprehensively cleared and meets the following conditions:
Clearing Timeline:
· If the land changed ownership in the last 7 years, it must have been comprehensively cleared more than 5 years before the application date.
· If ownership hasn’t changed, it must have been comprehensively cleared more than 7 years before the application date.
Pre-Clearing Vegetation:
· Before clearing, the land must have supported, or likely supported native woody vegetation with forest cover across the whole area (measured at a 0.2 hectare scale).
Comprehensive Clearing is defined by the method below:
If cleared within the last 15 years:
· At least 90% of the land (at a 10m x 10m scale) must have had its native tree canopy layer removed by mechanical or chemical means.
If cleared more than 15 years ago:
· No native tree canopy layer remains on at least 90% of the land (10m x 10m scale).
· The reference ecosystem for the land typically includes forest cover.
The land has forest cover potential based on factors including its soil type, slope, and aspect.

	Within the 3 years preceding the application date, any native vegetation on the land must not have been damaged or destroyed by mechanical or chemical means
	Identify whether within the three years prior to the application date, no native vegetation on the land has been damaged or destroyed using mechanical or chemical methods.

	The project proponent proposes to carry out environmental plantings in the activity area as part of the replanting project
	Identify whether the proponent proposes to carry out environmental plantings in each activity area or sub area. 
Environmental plantings are defined by section 17 of the method. This does not refer to the definition of environmental plantings in the ACCU Scheme. 

	Land does not contain existing woody biomass unless exception applies
	Confirm that the land does not contain existing woody biomass. If it does, then identify that all the following conditions are met:
· the species are native to the local area
· the native species are consistent with the reference ecosystem for the area
· the stems of any trees and shrubs have a diameter of less than 5cm at breast height
· the density of saplings of native canopy tree species more than 50 cm tall is no more than 3 stems per 10m x 10m of land.

	Activity area must not include any 10m x 10m area of land within the area: for which no environmental plantings are proposed for the purposes of the replanting project, that has forest cover, that does not have forest cover potential and that is excluded water
	Identify whether all areas were excluded on a 10m x 10m parcel of land within the activity area that meets any of the following conditions:
· no environmental plantings are proposed for the area under the replanting project
· the area has forest cover
· the area does not have forest cover potential
· the area is classified as excluded water.

	Activity area is a single contiguous area or multiple disconnected areas
	Identify whether each activity area is a single contiguous area, or multiple disconnected areas. 

	Activity area or sub-area must be at least 0.2 hectares, and the activity areas together must be at least 5 hectares
	Identify the size of each activity areas or sub area and the total size of the activity area in hectares.
Sub-areas are areas within an activity area that have the same major vegetation group (MVG) as the activity area but have a different reference ecosystem (native vegetation types).

	Activity areas meet the width requirements of the method 

	Describe the process undertaken to ensure that this width requirement is met. 
The method identifies that each activity area must have an average width of at least 30m, measured on the narrowest side in any 900m2 section, unless the activity area or group of contiguous activity areas directly adjoins inland water, native forest, or an area that has been planted and has forest potential, the average width must be an average of at least 10m measured on the narrowest side in any 900m2 section.
e.g. During the process of stratifying each activity area a 900m2 grid was overlayed for all activity areas on ArcGIS. The measure tool was then used to determine that there were no areas of concern and all of the average widths on their narrowest siders were at least 30m.

	Each undivided activity area has the same reference ecosystem
	Identify whether each undivided activity area has the same reference ecosystem.
An undivided activity area is when the activity area does not utilise sub-areas

	If there are sub-areas within the activity area, the sub-areas must have reference ecosystems from the same major vegetation group
	If there are sub areas, identify whether each sub area’s reference ecosystem is in the same major vegetation group.

	Activity area has the same starting ecosystem condition state
	Identify whether each individual activity area has the same starting condition state.

	Activity area is the subject of proposed environmental plantings with the same nominated restoration target
	Identify whether there is one nominated restoration target for each activity area. 


[bookmark: _Toc216857875]

[bookmark: _Toc224127712]Part 3: Indigenous engagement
Indigenous land interests
	Guidance
Background
If your project area is subject to Indigenous land interests, you must engage appropriately with the relevant Indigenous representatives on the design and implementation of the project. You must also undertake appropriate engagement at the starting state assessment stage under section 28 of the method. 
Indigenous land interests are when the project area or part of the project area includes: 
native title areas
land rights land
areas subject to an Indigenous Land Use Agreement
areas of land with undetermined claimant applications (within the meaning of the Native Title Act 1993).
Required by
Section 35(1)(e)(ii) of the method
Instructions
Complete the table by providing details of any areas within the project area that are subject to Indigenous land interests


Table X: Details of Indigenous land interests
	Indigenous land interest type
	Relevant Indigenous representatives

	e.g. Native title area
	e.g., the name of the registered native title body corporate for the native title area

	e.g.  Land rights land
	e.g., the Aboriginal land council that holds an eligible interest in the land


Description of mandatory engagement with relevant Indigenous representatives
	Guidance
Background
What is appropriate engagement?
Appropriate engagement means interacting with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in a way that respects their customs, traditions and decision-making processes. The nature of this engagement depends on the preferences of the relevant Indigenous representatives.
How can I evidence appropriate engagement?
Evidence of appropriate engagement may include mutually agreed engagement plans with milestones and timeframes, formal agreements, letters, emails, communication materials, meeting minutes or other documents that demonstrate compliance with section 28 of the method.
This evidence must be provided even if the relevant Indigenous representative chooses to not engage in the design and implementation of the project.
This section must not include any engagements that are planned or anticipated for the future. 
Examples of evidence that supports appropriate Indigenous engagement may demonstrate that a genuine opportunity for involvement was provided. This includes showing that time and information were offered to support customary decision-making and documenting engagement attempts and outcomes.
Additionally, where the relevant Indigenous representatives choose to engage in the design and implementation of the project, supporting evidence may demonstrate significant and ongoing consultation, obtaining consent or agreement relating to aspects of the project design and forward engagement plans.
Required by
Section 35(1)(d) of the method
Instructions
For each Indigenous land interest area, complete the text box by describing how you’ve engaged appropriately with the relevant Indigenous representatives on the design and implementation of the project in accordance with section 28 of the method. This includes:
· planning and conducting the initial field survey
· using Indigenous Knowledge and values or Indigenous data
· identifying any culturally sensitive areas.



	Describe how you’ve engaged with Indigenous representatives…



Description of other voluntary engagement with relevant Aboriginal persons or Torres Strait Islanders for the project area
	Guidance
Background
If there are no land interests, the project proponent may still engage with relevant Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander peoples for the project area on the design and implementation of the replanting project. This would also contribute to the project being designed and implemented in a culturally informed way.
You may engage with relevant Aboriginal persons or Torres Strait Islanders for the project area in relation to the design and implementation of the replanting project, whether there are any Indigenous land interest areas or not.
Instructions
Complete the text box by describing any other engagement with relevant Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander peoples for the project area, this could include in relation to culturally significant entities (section 35(1)(f) of the method).



	Describe any other engagement with Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander peoples…





[bookmark: _Toc216857878][bookmark: _Toc224127713]Part 4: Optimal growth period
	Guidance
Required by
Section 26(3) of the method
Instructions
Complete the text box by providing details about how the field survey was undertaken during, or as close as practicable to, the time of optimal plant growth for the relevant Natural Resource Management region[footnoteRef:3] (see example) [3:  https://fed.dcceew.gov.au/datasets/natural-resource-management-nrm-regions-2023/about] 

Include relevant supporting evidence 
Example
The project area is within the Wheatbelt Natural Resource Management Region and covers the Southwest botanical province. The field survey was undertaken in mid-September during the optimal plant growth period to maximise species identification. The Technical Guidance of Flora and Vegetation Surveys for Environmental Impact Assessment supports that the optimal time for field surveying should be undertaken between September to November.
Additionally, the suitably qualified person identified in the lead-up to the field survey that the prevailing weather conditions aligned with the long-term seasonal averages for the region. Clear skies, moderate temperatures and dry ground were present on the day of the survey. This provided optimal conditions to support accurate identification of plant species. *
Sources 
Environmental Protection Authority (2016) Flora and Vegetation Surveys for Environmental Impact Assessment[footnoteRef:4] (Page 15) [4:  https://www.epa.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/Policies_and_Guidance/EPA Technical Guidance - Flora and Vegetation survey_Dec13.pdf] 

Bureau of Meteorology (no date) Climate statistics for Australian locations[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.bom.gov.au/climate/averages/tables/cw_010111.shtml] 

*This example relates to a Western Australian context. Make sure you provide credible resources supporting that the survey was undertaken as close as practicable to the optimal growth period for the Natural Resource Management Region relevant to your project.



	Provide details about how the field survey was undertaken…            
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[bookmark: _Toc224127714]Part 5: Sampling plots
	Guidance
Required by
Section 35(1)(l)(v) of the method
Section 35(1)(l) of the method
Instructions
Complete the text box by describing how sampling plots were determined (see example). Sampling plots must be determined in accordance with section 2 of schedule 5 of the method
Complete the table by providing details of the permanent sampling plots for each activity area in accordance with section 2 of Schedule 5 of the method
Add rows to the table as required
Example
Permanent sampling plots were established within each activity area as part of the starting state assessment, in accordance with paragraph 30(1)(c) of the method. To ensure representativeness, each activity area was divided into portions equal to the number of required plots based on its total size. The 9-hectare activity area was divided into 3 portions of approximately 3 hectares each. Within each portion, a 50m x 10m sampling plot was randomly selected. Where necessary, initial selections were discarded and new locations chosen to ensure that the final set of plots collectively represent at least 90% of the activity area.



	Describe how sampling plots were determined…



Table X: Details of permanent sampling plots
	Activity area ID
	Sub -area ID (where applicable)
	Sampling plot ID
	Location of sampling plot including GPS coordinates
	Location of permanent markers/centre lines including GPS coordinates

	e.g. AA1
	e.g. SA3
	e.g. SP003
	e.g. Rough centre of plot
1.) -35.48xxx, 149.605xx
	e.g. 
1 post at each end of the centre line
1.) 35.49xx, 149.05xx
2.) 35.51xx, 149.05xx
OR
1.) A compass bearing of one post.


Map of sampling plots
	Guidance
Required by
Section 35(1)(l)(ii) of the method
Instructions
Insert an image of each activity area that shows the sampling plots
You can upload screenshots of the map shown in the geospatial files provided.  This must be consistent with the geospatial files provided in the project registration application
Maps must be consistent with the Nature Repair Mapping Guidelines[footnoteRef:6] and include:  [6:  https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/nature-repair-market-mapping-guidelines.pdf] 

· boundary of mapped area
· map scale
· coordinates
· legend
· north arrow
· title and date
· data source and projection
· land features including significant natural or man-made features within or around the mapped area.




Photos of permanent sampling plots
	Guidance
Required by
Section 35(l)(vi) of the method
Instructions
Complete the table below by providing 6 photos of each plot taken in accordance with section 3 of Schedule 5 of the method
Photos must:
· be included in the zip file uploaded when providing this site assessment report in the project registration application
· have location access enabled to enable accurate geolocation of images
· be digital format, in colour without filters or other forms of image modification
· be taken from 2 points at either the end of the centre line of the plot (point 1 and 2).
Add additional tables for each sampling plot where applicable   
           A
B
CC
D
E[image: ]C
F[image: ]C




Table X: Details of photo point data - sampling plot ID: [SP001]
	Side
	Photo point
	File name of photo 

	SP001 Point 1
	Facing down the centre line towards the opposite end of the plot
	e.g. SP001A.jpg

	
	facing 90 degrees to the left of the centre line 
	

	
	facing 90 degrees to the right of the centre line
	

	SP001 Point 2
	Facing down the centre line towards the opposite end of the plot
	

	
	facing 90 degrees to the left of the centre line 
	

	
	facing 90 degrees to the right of the centre line
	


[bookmark: _Toc216857880]

[bookmark: _Toc224127715]Part 6: Assigning a reference ecosystem
	Guidance
Background
Reference ecosystems must be assigned to each activity area and (if relevant) sub-areas of your project. 
Section 46 of the method outlines the process for identifying reference ecosystems. 
The prescribed vegetation maps for the activity area on PLANR[footnoteRef:7] must be verified as likely to be correct using both a virtual assessment and the initial field survey. [7:  https://planr.gov.au/] 

If it appears that the prescribed vegetation map is likely not to be correct, the project proponent must use the Prescribed Vegetation Classification System to determine the eligible native vegetation type(s) and record this process below.
For more information on assigning a reference ecosystem please read our Nature Repair Market – reference ecosystems for the replanting method guidance[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  https://cer.gov.au/document_page/nature-repair-market-reference-ecosystems-replanting-method] 

Required by
Section 35(1)(m) of the method
Instructions
Complete the text box by explaining the process undertaken to identify the applicable reference ecosystems and the data obtained and relied upon
Complete the table by recording the reference ecosystems
Example
Reference ecosystems were identified for each activity area as part of the starting state assessment, in accordance with section 46 of the method. The assessment was undertaken at a maximum scale of 3 hectares, with a minimum width of 50 metres for linear features. The prescribed vegetation map, accessed through PLANR, identified a single reference ecosystem (native vegetation type) across both AA1 and AA2. The map was confirmed as accurate through the field survey conducted by the suitably qualified person. Two activity areas have been used due to differences in their starting ecosystem condition states.



	Explain the process of identifying the reference systems and data…



Table X. Reference Ecosystem details for each activity area and sub area 
	Activity or sub area ID
	Reference ecosystem

	e.g. AAI-SA1
	e.g. Low Rises Grassy Woodland EVC 
OR 
Yellow Box-Grey Box Grassy Woodland PCT


[bookmark: _Toc216857881]


[bookmark: _Toc224127716]Part 7: Benchmark values for reference ecosystems in activity areas
	Guidance
For each reference ecosystem, benchmark values for ecosystem condition indicators must be identified by either:
selecting an appropriate value from a source on the approved benchmark source list[footnoteRef:9] on DCCEEW’s website [9:  https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/environmental-markets/nature-repair-market/incorporated-documents-and-resources#toc_0] 

if selection of benchmark values from the approved benchmark source list is not appropriate, determining a value through field surveys in accordance with the process in Schedule 2 of the method. 
A combination of the processes in the approved benchmark source list may be required to derive benchmark values for all the indicators.  
If selection of benchmark values is determined through field surveys in accordance with the process in Schedule 2 of the method, this must be documented under establishing benchmark values via schedule 2. 


Establishing benchmark values for indicators using the approved source benchmark list [remove this section and tables if not applicable]
	Guidance
Required by
Section 35(1)(n) of the method
Instructions
Provide details of the benchmark values, including details on the process used for selecting the values and supporting information in the table below
Complete the first table by showing how the benchmark values were established
Complete the second table by showing the benchmark values of each indicator for each reference ecosystem



Table X: Details of the data used to determine benchmark indicators from the approved source benchmark list 
	Indicators
	Naming equivalent or calculations used
	Data source with link

	Approved source benchmark list used
	e.g. Plant Community Type (PCT) Benchmarks for New South Wales

	canopy height of native vegetation (in metres)
	e.g. Height classes from PCT X description
 
	e.g. PCT report and Walter and Hopkins (1990) Height class by growth form table.

	crown cover from native plants in the canopy layer (as a percentage)
	e.g. Tree cover
	e.g. Vegetation Condition Benchmarks V1.2 | Dataset | SEED

	crown cover from native plants in the mid-storey layer (as a percentage)
	e.g. Shrub cover
	e.g. Vegetation Condition Benchmarks V1.2 | Dataset | SEED

	crown cover from plants in the canopy layer provided by non-native plants (as a percentage)
	N/A
	The method automatically defines this indicator as 0%

	crown cover from plants in the mid-storey layer provided by non-native plants (as a percentage)
	N/A
	The method automatically defines this indicator as 0%

	ground cover from sub-category A1, A2 and A3 plants as a proportion of total ground cover from category A plants
	N/A
	The method automatically defines this indicator as 100%

	ground cover from sub-category A4 and A5 plants as a proportion of total ground cover from category A plants
	N/A
	The method automatically defines this indicator as 0%

	native species richness index by life form (sub-indicator)

	native tree
	e.g. Tree richness
	e.g. Vegetation Condition Benchmarks V1.2 | Dataset | SEED

	shrub
	e.g. Shrub richness
	Vegetation Condition Benchmarks V1.2 | Dataset | SEED

	vine
	e.g. Vine proportion of ‘other’ richness 
	Vegetation Condition Benchmarks V1.2 | Dataset | SEED and PCT X report

	grass
	e.g. Grass and grasslike richness
	Vegetation Condition Benchmarks V1.2 | Dataset | SEED

	herbaceous vascular plant species other than grasses
	e.g. Forb richness + fern richness + proportion of ‘Other’ category that is not vines 
	Vegetation Condition Benchmarks V1.2 | Dataset | SEED and PCT X report



Table X: Benchmark values for indicators of ecosystem condition for each activity area and/or sub-area
	Activity area or sub-area ID:
	

	Indicators
	Benchmark values 

	
	e.g. Reference ecosystem 1

	canopy height of native vegetation (in metres)
	

	crown cover from native plants in the canopy layer (as a percentage)
	

	crown cover from native plants in the mid-storey layer (as a percentage)
	

	crown cover from plants in the canopy layer provided by non-native plants (as a percentage)
	0%

	crown cover from plants in the mid-storey layer provided by non-native plants (as a percentage)
	0%

	ground cover from sub-category A1, A2 and A3 plants as a proportion of total ground cover from category A plants
	100%

	ground cover from sub-category A4 and A5 plants as a proportion of total ground cover from category A plants
	0%

	native species richness index by life form (sub-indicator)

	native tree
	

	shrub
	

	vine
	

	grass
	

	herbaceous vascular plant species other than grasses
	


[bookmark: _Establishing_benchmark_values]Establishing benchmark values via schedule 2 [remove this section and tables if not applicable]
	Guidance
Required by
Section 35(1)(n)(ii)(C) of the method
Section 35(1)(n) of the method
Instructions
Complete the first text box by providing reasons why a benchmark value for the indicator or sub-indicator from the approved benchmark source list is not appropriate (see example 1)
Where field data is used to determine benchmark values, provide the data used to calculate these in accordance with schedule 2 of the method. You must use at least 3 benchmark survey sites outside the project area that satisfied the requirements for selecting surveys sites in schedule 2 step 1 of the method
Complete the second text box by providing details about the survey sites used in the process and describe how benchmark values were selected in compliance with the process in schedule 2 of the method (see example 2)
Complete the first table by demonstrating the values used for establishing benchmark values (section 35(1)(n)(ii) of the method)
Duplicate the table for each reference ecosystem
Complete the second table by showing the benchmark indicators values established. Delete this section if you are not using schedule 2 to establish benchmark values.
Example 1
Schedule 2 has been applied to all indicators and sub-indicators, as the approved source benchmark list does not include a relevant approved benchmark source for the South Australian jurisdiction where the project area is located.
Example 2
To establish benchmark values, the suitably qualified person selected 3 undisturbed sites with mature vegetation that matched the ecosystem of the project area. Within each site, they randomly selected survey plots, ensuring appropriate distance from roads and other disturbances. Point intercept and quadrat methods were applied to assess species presence, groundcover and canopy characteristics. Tree height was measured using appropriate instruments, and the plot survey method was used to record the full composition and number of plant species within each plot. Finally, the qualified person calculated ecosystem condition indicators based on the collected data, in accordance with Schedule 2 of the method.



	Provide reasons why a benchmark value from the source list isn’t appropriate…




	Provide details about the survey sites and describe how benchmark values were selected…



Table X: Details establishing benchmark values for [insert reference ecosystem name] using schedule 2 of the method
	Indicators
	Value per survey site

	
	Survey site 1
	Survey site 2
	Survey site 3

	canopy height of native vegetation (in metres)
	
	
	

	crown cover from native plants in the canopy layer (as a percentage)
	
	
	

	crown cover from native plants in the mid-storey layer (as a percentage)
	
	
	

	crown cover from plants in the canopy layer provided by non-native plants (as a percentage)
	
	
	

	crown cover from plants in the mid-storey layer provided by non-native plants (as a percentage)
	
	
	

	ground cover from sub-category A1, A2 and A3 plants as a proportion of total ground cover from category A plants
	
	
	

	ground cover from sub-category A4 and A5 plants as a proportion of total ground cover from category A plants
	
	
	

	native species richness index by life form (sub-indicator)

	native tree
	
	
	

	shrub
	
	
	

	vine
	
	
	

	grass
	
	
	

	herbaceous vascular plant species other than grasses
	
	
	



Table X: Benchmark values for indicators of ecosystem condition for each activity area and/or sub-area 
	Activity area or sub-area ID:
	

	Indicators
	Benchmark values 

	
	e.g. Reference ecosystem 1

	canopy height of native vegetation (in metres)
	

	crown cover from native plants in the canopy layer (as a percentage)
	

	crown cover from native plants in the mid-storey layer (as a percentage)
	

	crown cover from plants in the canopy layer provided by non-native plants (as a percentage)
	0%

	crown cover from plants in the mid-storey layer provided by non-native plants (as a percentage)
	0%

	ground cover from sub-category A1, A2 and A3 plants as a proportion of total ground cover from category A plants
	100%

	ground cover from sub-category A4 and A5 plants as a proportion of total ground cover from category A plants
	0%

	native species richness index by life form (sub-indicator)

	native tree
	

	shrub
	

	vine
	

	grass
	

	herbaceous vascular plant species other than grasses
	





[bookmark: _Toc216857882][bookmark: _Toc224127717]Part 8: Starting ecosystem condition state
	Guidance
Background
For each activity area, determine the starting ecosystem condition in accordance with:
section 30 of the method
s35(1)(g) and (j) of the method 
the process in Schedule 5 section 11 of the method. 
A field capture template has been developed to support the suitably qualified person collect field based 
data requirements that are required by the methods. 
To download the field capture template, see Incorporated documents and other resources - DCCEEW[footnoteRef:10]. [10:  https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/environmental-markets/nature-repair-market/incorporated-documents-and-resources#toc_4] 

Instructions
Provide the data relied upon to determine the starting ecosystem condition state. 
This data can be provided in a spreadsheet along with this site assessment report. 


Overall cover percentage
	Guidance 
Instructions
Complete the table by calculating the overall cover percentage for each subcategory by averaging the point intercept percentage and quadrat percentage for each activity area (see Schedule 5 section 11 of the method)
Add rows for activity areas as needed


Table X: Overall cover percentage of category A and subcategory A plant species 
	Activity area ID
	% of A1 plants 
	% of A2 plants 
	% of A3 plants 
	% of A4 plants 
	% of A5 plants

	e.g. AA1  
	14.75
	 11.80
	4.45
	 65.5
	 3.50

	e.g. AA2  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Calculating species number (richness)
	Guidance
Instructions
Using data from the quadrat and the survey from the sampling plots, complete the table by calculating the total number of category A species (see Schedule 5 section 11)
Add rows for activity areas as needed


Table X: Number of category A and subcategory A plant species 
	Activity area ID
	No. of A1 species 
	No. of A2 species 
	No. of A3 species 
	No. of A4 species 
	No. of A5 species 
	Total no. of category A species 

	e.g. AA1  
	 17
	 7
	 2
	12
	3
	41

	e.g. AA2  
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	


Starting ecosystem condition state 
	Guidance
Instructions
Using the data for overall percentage cover and species richness and informed by benchmark values for the relevant reference ecosystems, assign a starting ecosystem condition state (A, B, C, D) to each activity area according to section 12(1) of the method



Table X. Starting ecosystem condition state for each activity area
	Activity area ID
	Starting ecosystem condition state 

	e.g. AA1  
	Starting State C (STM 11)

	e.g. AA2  
	


Ecosystem scores
	Guidance
Required by
Section 35(1)(h) and (i) of the method
Instructions
Complete the table by reporting the ecosystem scores for each activity area and the aggregate scores calculated in accordance with Schedule 8 of the method. Use the NBAS accessed from PLANR[footnoteRef:11] to complete this requirement [11:  https://planr.gov.au/] 

A csv file can be generated once scores are calculated and must be provided as supporting evidence



Table X. Ecosystem scores for the project
	Activity area ID
	Starting ecosystem condition score 
	Forecast ecosystem condition score
	Starting contribution to biodiversity persistence score
	Forecast contribution to biodiversity persistence score

	e.g. AA1  
	
	
	
	

	e.g. AA2  
	
	
	
	

	Aggregate scores for the project:
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	Guidance
Background
For each activity area or sub-area, the starting values for each ecosystem indicator must be calculated in accordance with the process in Schedule 5 section 10 of the method.
Required by
Section 35(1)(k) of the method
Instructions
Complete the table by providing data obtained from the assessment that you relied on to determine the starting values of each indicator for the ecosystem condition




	Indicators/sub-indicators
	Starting value

	
	Activity area or sub-area ID
	Activity area or sub-area ID
	Activity area or sub-area ID

	canopy height of native vegetation (in metres)
	
	
	

	crown cover from native plants in the canopy layer (as a percentage)
	
	
	

	crown cover from native plants in the mid-storey layer (as a percentage)
	
	
	

	crown cover from plants in the canopy layer provided by non-native plants (as a percentage)
	
	
	

	crown cover from plants in the mid-storey layer provided by non-native plants (as a percentage)
	
	
	

	ground cover from sub-category A1, A2 and A3 plants as a proportion of total ground cover from category A plants
	
	
	

	ground cover from sub-category A4 and A5 plants as a proportion of total ground cover from category A plants
	
	
	

	native species richness index by life form (sub-indicators) (native tree, shrub, vine, grass and herbaceous vascular plant species other than grasses)
	Trees 
Shrubs
Vines
Grass 
Herbaceous 
Total
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	Guidance
Background
Threats that must be identified include (where applicable):
non-native plant and animal species (section 34(a) of the method)
contaminants or contaminant sources (section 34(b) of the method)
significant natural disturbances (section 34(c) of the method).
Provide details of any potential threats to the project that could adversely affect the likelihood of the project outcome being achieved.
The assessment of these threats must also be informed, where relevant, by records of pest treatments from the past 10 years. Provide details of threats within the project area and in the surrounding landscape.
Required by
Sections 32(a) & 33(2) of the method
Section 35(1)(o) of the method
Instructions
Complete the text box by explaining the process used to identify threats to the project in accordance with the method (see example)
Complete the table by identifying threats to the project and supporting evidence
Add rows for each activity area as required
Example
Threats to the project were identified as part of the starting state assessment – conducted on-ground by the suitably qualified person. These threats include those present within the project area as well as in the surrounding landscape (see table below for details). Records of pest and weed treatments over the past 10 years were obtained from the previous owner of the property. Desktop analysis was also conducted to identify any significant natural disturbances that are threats to the project outcome.




	Explain the process used to identify threats to the project…



Table X: Threats to the project by activity area
	Activity area ID 
	Description of threats to project outcome and supporting evidence 

	e.g. AA1
	e.g. The suitably qualified person identified regeneration from nearby exotic trees species that could threaten project outcomes and wildfire.

	e.g. AA2
	e.g. Desktop analysis of weather patterns identified that increased drought intensity that has been historically identified over the activity area could threaten planting survival/persistence. 
Source: https://www.bom.gov.au/climate/drought/
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[bookmark: _Toc224127720]Part 11: Historic drivers of change
	Guidance
Background
Assess and provide details of the historic drivers of change associated with biodiversity in the project area, including any significant disturbances to any of the activity areas (section 35(1)(r) of the method). The assessment must be undertaken using remote imagery and on-ground visual inspection.
The assessment of relevant historic drivers of change in the project area must be informed by (where applicable): 
any clearing undertaken in any of the activity areas within 10 years prior to the date of the assessment (section 31(2)(a) of the method)
any damage or destruction of native vegetation by mechanical or chemical means undertaken in any of the activity areas within 3 years prior to the date of the assessment (section 31(2)(b) of the method)
any cultivation or other activities involving significant soil disturbance in any of the activity areas within 3 years prior to the date of the assessment (section 31(2)(c) of the method). This includes any site preparation that has been undertaken in relation to this project
any natural disturbances that have materially affected the ecosystem condition of the activity areas within 10 years prior to the date of the assessment (section 31(2)(d) of the method).
Instructions
Complete the text box by describing the process used to identify historic drivers of change in accordance with the method (see example)
Complete the first table by providing details of any significant disturbance that have occurred within the activity areas within 10 years before the date of assessment
Any site preparation that has occurred in relation to this project must be recorded as a significant disturbance in the table below
Add rows for each activity area as required
Complete the second table by providing details of the historic drivers of change in the project area
Add rows for each activity area as required
Example
Historic drivers of change associated with biodiversity within the project area were identified as part of the starting state assessment. This assessment involved desktop analysis and on-ground field inspections undertaken by the suitably qualified person.



	Describe the process used to identify historic drivers of change…



Table X: Significant disturbances in activity areas
	Activity area ID
	Details of disturbances

	e.g. AA1
	e.g. Ripping as site preparation for the biodiversity project. Note: if site preparation is recorded here, you must ensure and document that no damage or destruction of native vegetation by mechanical or chemical means has been undertaken in any of the activity areas within the 3 years prior to the date of the assessment.


Table X: Historic drivers of change in the project area
	Historic driver
	Details of the historic driver

	e.g. Drought
	e.g. Drought was prevalent in the region and on the project area between 2016-2019.
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	Guidance
Required by
Section 32(b) of the method
Instructions
Complete the text box by identifying and describing parts of the project area that, based on one or more projections, may be vulnerable to the reasonably expected effects of climate change in a way that could affect the likelihood of the project outcome being achieved (see example)
You must include sources for the projections used
The assessment of vulnerability to climate change must be informed, where relevant, by information relevant to the region of the project area (section 33(3) of the method)
Example
Desktop research shows that the entirety of the project area may be vulnerable to the reasonably expected effects of climate change. Murray Basin cluster projection summaries identify that by the late 21st century (2090), rainfall during the cool season is projected to decline, with high confidence. In contrast, rainfall during the warm season is expected to remain largely unchanged, although this projection carries medium confidence. In the near future, natural variability is likely to dominate rainfall patterns, making it difficult to detect clear trends. Average temperatures are projected to increase across all seasons, with very high confidence. This warming trend is expected to result in more frequent hot days and warm spells, also with very high confidence. Frosts are projected to become less common, with high confidence. Although mean annual rainfall is expected to decrease, the intensity of heavy rainfall events is projected to increase, with high confidence. Overall, the region is likely to experience a harsher fire-weather climate in the future, indicating increased risk and severity of fire conditions. 
Given these projections, it is likely that the ability to achieve the intended biodiversity outcomes may be affected. The climatic elements outlined above could influence the development and resilience of the reference ecosystem that has been established. *
Sources 
Climate Change in Australia (no date) Sub Clusters[footnoteRef:12] [12:  https://www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/en/projections-tools/regional-climate-change-explorer/sub-clusters/] 

*This example relates to a Murray Basin region context. Make sure you provide credible resources supporting that your identification and description of any vulnerable parts of the project area is based on one or more climate projections, and that the vulnerabilities described relate to reasonably expected effects of climate change that could affect the likelihood of the project outcome being achieved. 



	Describe what parts of the project area may be vulnerable to the effects of climate change…
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Significant hydrological features
	Guidance
Background
Significant hydrological features are features within each proposed activity area, and in the surrounding landscape (500m radius), that could affect or be impacted by the project activities. Significant hydrological features must also include features in the activity area identified in the starting state assessment including flood prone areas and features that materially affect plant water availability (section 32(c) of the method).
This must be informed by the Protected Matters Search Tool: Interactive Map[footnoteRef:13] (section 33(4)(a) of the method).  [13:  https://pmst.environment.gov.au/#/map?lng=131.52832031250003&lat=-28.6905876542507&zoom=5&baseLayers=Imagery,ImageryLabels] 

Required by
Section 35(1)(p) of the method
Instructions
Complete the text box by describing the process used to identify significant hydrological features (section 35(1)(p) of the method) (see example)
Complete the table by identifying significant hydrological features
Add rows for each activity area as required
Attach the Protected Matters Search Tool report as supporting evidence
Example
To assess hydrological features of significance, a comprehensive review was undertaken of each proposed activity area and its surrounding landscape within a 500-metre radius by the suitably qualified person. Additionally, the suitably qualified person was consulted to ensure the identification of flood-prone areas and other features that materially affect plant water availability, as required under section 32(c) of the method. 
In accordance with section 33(4)(a) of the method, the Protected Matters Search Tool Map was used to identify relevant hydrological features, including those associated with protected environmental matters. The Protected Matters Search Tool report has been attached as supporting evidence for this assessment.



	Describe the process used to identify significant hydrological features…



Table X: Significant hydrological features in each activity area.
	Activity area ID 
	Description of significant hydrological features 

	e.g. AA1
	e.g. The Protected Matters Search Tool identifies the sea Narran Lakes RAMSAR Wetland is 500m North of the Activity Area


Threatened species and ecological communities
	Guidance
Background
Identify threatened species and ecological communities in the project vicinity that occur or are likely to occur, in proposed activity areas and the surrounding landscape. Additionally, describe any threatened species and ecological communities that have been identified by the suitably qualified person during the starting state assessment. 
This must be informed by the Protected Matters Search Tool: Interactive Map[footnoteRef:14] (section 33(4)(b) of the method). [14:  https://pmst.environment.gov.au/#/map?lng=131.52832031250003&lat=-28.6905876542507&zoom=5&baseLayers=Imagery,ImageryLabels] 

Required by
Section 35(1)(q) of the method
Instructions
Complete the text box by describing the process used to identify threatened species and ecological communities (see example)
Complete the table by identifying threatened species and ecological communities in each activity area
Add rows for each activity area as required
Attach the Protected Matters Search Tool report as supporting evidence
Example
An assessment was conducted to identify threatened species and ecological communities that occur, or are likely to occur, within the proposed activity areas and the surrounding landscape. This process was informed by the Protected Matters Search Tool, in accordance with section 33(4)(b) of the method. The Protected Matters Search Tool was used to highlight species and communities of national environmental significance that may be present in the vicinity of the project. In addition to this desktop analysis, observations made by a suitably qualified person during the field survey of the starting state assessment were incorporated to ensure that any locally known or previously recorded threatened species and ecological communities were also considered. The Protected Matters Search Tool report has been attached as supporting evidence for this assessment.



	Describe the process used to identify threatened species and ecological communities…



Table X: Threatened species and ecological communities by activity area.
	Activity area ID
	Description 

	e.g. AA1
	e.g. 2 koalas were sighted in the activity area and have been identified on the Protected matters search tool which is attached. 


Natural regeneration
	Guidance
Background
Identify and describe natural regeneration areas within each proposed activity area. This includes areas that contain native trees and shrubs that have regenerated from natural sources (soil seed stock, rootstock or lignotubers) that are less than 2 metres in height and have stems with a diameter at breast height of less than 5cm. Include the species name, approximate age, number of each species or genus, size and location of those plants (section 32(e) of the method).
Required by
Section 35(1)(s) of the method
Instructions
Complete the text box by describing the process used to identify natural regeneration within each activity area (see example)
Complete the table by identifying natural regeneration in each activity area
Add rows for each activity area as required
Example
Natural regeneration within each proposed activity area was identified during the field survey as part of the starting state assessment. It focused on native trees and shrubs that had regenerated naturally from sources such as soil seed stock, rootstock or lignotubers. In line with section 32(e) of the method, only vegetation under 2 m in height and with stem diameters less than 5 cm at breast height was recorded. Species names, approximate age, counts, sizes and locations were documented. The process followed section 35(1)(s) of the method and was carried out by a suitably qualified person using visual inspection and species verification.



	Describe the process used to identify natural regeneration…



Table X: Natural regeneration within each activity area.
	Activity area ID 
	Description of natural regeneration

	e.g. AA1
	e.g. 2 Yellow Box (Eucalyptus melliodora) Both are ~1m tall saplings, 2 years old roughly located at (coordinates).


Covenants and legal encumbrances
	Guidance
Background
Identify and describe covenants and legal encumbrances in the project area that apply to each proposed activity area that impose obligations related to the protection or management of the land.
The identification of covenants and other legal encumbrances must be informed by the following: 
a search of the applicable land title register
a search of any applicable state or territory register relating to cultural heritage
a search of the register established under the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011
a signed statement from the owner of the land (if relevant and available).
Required by
Section 35(1)(t) of the method
Section 27(b) and section 33(5) of the method
Instructions
Complete the text box by describing the process of how covenants and legal encumbrances were identified (see example)
Complete the table by providing identification of covenants and legal encumbrances
Add rows for each activity area as required
Example
Covenants and legal encumbrances relevant to each proposed activity area were identified to determine any obligations relating to the protection or management of the land, in accordance with sections 27(b) and 33(5) of the method. 
This assessment involved a multi-source approach, beginning with a search of the applicable land title register to identify any registered covenants or restrictions. Additional searches were conducted across relevant state and territory registers for cultural heritage listings, as well as the register established under the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011, to capture any carbon-related legal interests. Where relevant and available, a signed statement from the landowner was also obtained to confirm the presence or absence of any unregistered obligations.




	Describe how covenants and legal encumbrances were identified…



Table X: Covenants and legal encumbrances in each activity area.
	Activity area ID 
	Description of covenants and legal encumbrances 

	e.g. AA1
	e.g. Mortgage to xxx Bank, Crown land over xx amount of project area. 
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Minimum requirements of evidence relied upon that must be provided with your application for assessment and to meet publication requirements for the Biodiversity Market Register. All satellite imagery must be in accordance with the Nature Repair Mapping Guidelines[footnoteRef:15]. [15:  https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/nature-repair-market-mapping-guidelines.pdf] 

	Attached
	Evidence required

	☐	Experience and qualifications of all suitably qualified persons identified in Part 1: Suitably qualified persons.

	☐	Satellite imagery demonstrating eligibility requirements have been met in Part 2: Site details.

	☐	If Indigenous engagement has occurred, evidence of appropriate engagement that complies with sections 28 and 29 of the method. 

	☐	Images of permanent sampling plots.

	☐	PLANR CSV generated for ecosystem condition scores.

	☐	Protected Matters Search Tool report.

	☐	If the approved source benchmark list was used, the data relied upon including data sets, information reports or factsheets on vegetation types. 


Your site assessment report and evidence must be consistent with the Nature Repair Market Data Submission Guidelines[footnoteRef:16]. [16:  https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/nature-repair-market-data-submission-guidelines.pdf] 
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